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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the 
specification lacks the headings required in a US patent application. See MPEP 
§608.01. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country 
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dour et 
al., US 5,517,916 A (hereinafter Dour). 

a. Regarding claim 1, Dour teaches a self-inking hand stamp comprising a stamp 
housing (302, Fig. 10) in which a stamp character-carrying stamp unit is arranged with 
a turning mechanism by means of which the stamp characters are pivotably movable 
from an inking position (22, Fig. 6) in abutment on an ink pad (10, Fig. 6) that is 
exchangeably arranged in said stamp housing (ink pad removable through slots 312, 
318, Fig. 10), into an imprint position oriented towards a surface to be imprinted (Fig. 7), 
wherein, for actuation of the turning mechanism, an actuating bow is provided, which 
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actuating bow is displaceably mounted on the stamp housing so as to overlap at least 
laterally said stamp housing (305, 307, Fig. 10) and is coupled to said turning 
mechanism via lateral openings provided in said stamp housing (see unlabeled slots in 
side wall 302d, Fig. 10) , said actuating bow being urged into the position corresponding 
to the inking position by a spring (354b, Fig. 10) arranged between the stamp housing 
and the actuating bow, and being manually movable against the force of this spring into 
the position corresponding to the imprinting position (Fig. 12), wherein a receiving 
compartment for keeping available at least one further ink pad is provided in the 
actuating bow (compartment formed between surface 360 and cover 306b, Fig. 10). 

b. Regarding claim 2, Dour teaches the self-inking hand stamp according to claim 1 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above. Dour also teaches wherein the receiving 
compartment is located in that region of the actuating bow which, viewed in the direction 
of movement of the actuating bow, faces away from the spring (compartment is on side 
of 360 opposite of springs 354b, Fig. 10). 

c. Regarding claim 3, Dour teaches the self-inking hand stamp according to claim 2 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 2 above. Dour also teaches wherein the receiving 
compartment has an access opening towards the upper side of the actuating bow 
(compartment is on upper side of plate 360, Fig. 10). 

d. Regarding claim 4, Dour teaches the self-inking hand stamp according to claim 2 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 2 above. Dour also teaches wherein the receiving 
compartment is formed by a bottom wall provided at the actuating bow and by a 
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removably mounted cap covering this bottom wall at a distance therefrom (bottom wall 
360, cap 306b, Fig. 10) 

e. Regarding claim 5, Dour teaches the self-inking hand stamp according to claim 4 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 4 above. Dour also teaches wherein at the 
actuating bow, on either side of the bottom wall, side walls adjoining the bottom wall are 
provided and the cap is arched and insertable between these side walls (side walls 
307d; cap 306b goes "between" side walls, in the recess provided around plate 360 that 
creates a step in from side walls 307d, Fig. 10). 

f. Regarding claim 6, Dour teaches the self-inking hand stamp according to claim 4 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 4 above. Dour also teaches wherein the bottom 
wall of the receiving compartment, on its side facing away from the receiving 
compartment, forms a supporting rest for that end of the spring which engages on the 
actuating bow (spring 354b rests against opposite side of plate 360, Fig. 10). 

g. Regarding claim 7, Dour teaches the self-inking hand stamp according to claim 1 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above. Dour also teaches wherein the receiving 
compartment is formed by a wall opening provided in the actuating bow with insertion 
guides located therebehind, an ink pad being insertable in these insertion guides in 
drawer-like manner (walls 307d acts as insertion "guides" by indicating to a user that an 
ink pad should be placed between those guides so as to fit into the compartment formed 
when the cap 306 is attached to bow 305, Fig. 10). 



Application/Control Number: 10/592,001 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2854 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leo T. Hinze whose telephone number is 571 .272.2864. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571 .272.2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Anthony H Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2854 

Leo T. Hinze 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2854 
30 August 2008 



